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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1, 2 



1, 2 



1, 2 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: WO 98/54153 Al (Kowa Co., Ltd.), 03 December 
1998 

Document 2: EP 334818 Al (Dompe Farmaceutici SPA), 27 

September 1989 
Document 3: US 3585194 A (Rohm And Haas Co.), 15 June 

1971 

Document 4: DE 2209853 Al (E. R. Squibb And Sons, Inc.), 

07 September 1972 
Document 5: US 5068264 A (Bayer AG.), 26 November 1991 

Document 1 discloses a method for the production of 
1- [2- (benzimidazole~2-ylthio) ethyl] piperazine which 
employs 1- (2 -hydroxy ethyl) piperazine as a starting 
material, wherein said method includes a step in which the 
secondary amine of the starting material is protected by 
means of a protective group, preferably by- means of a Boc 
group (refer to pages 21 to 23) . 

Document 2 discloses a process in which 2-mercapto- 
IH-benzimidazole and 1- (2-chloroethyl) -4-methylpiperazine 
hydrochloride are reacted in order to obtain a 2-{2-(4- 
methylpiperazine-l-yl) ethylthio} benzimidazole (refer to 
example 1) . 

Documents 3, 4 and 5 disclose N-hydroxyethyl-N' - 
formylpiperazine (refer to document 3, preparation F; 
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document 4, Beispiel 20; and document 5, example 1) . 

However, the method for the production of 1- [2- 
(benzimidazole-2-ylthio) ethyl] piperazine wherein 1- 
formyl-4- (2-hydroxyethyl) piperazine is used as a starting 
material in the invention that is set forth in claims 1 
and 2 of the present application is not disclosed in any 
of the documents that are cited in the international 
search report, and is not obvious to a person skilled in 
the art . 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/015154 



Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



1 . Certain published documents (Rule 70. 1 0) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



Publication date 
(day/montli/year) 



Filing date 
(day/montfi/year) 
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Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
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Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 
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